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The proper relationship between Christianity and politics has always been hotly debated. Some
argue that Christianity is merely a spiritual, private matter and that faith should be left at the
door when considering matters of secular politics. Other folks, both on the left and the right,
argue for a closer relationship between faith and politics, although their motivations differ, and
they reach very different conclusions around how our faith shapes our political positions.

I'd like to suggest that in teaching his followers to pray - “thy Kingdom come and thy will be
done” - Jesus has something very different in mind. To say that Christianity is a private, spiritual
matter is to not take seriously the incarnation —that God came in the flesh. To take God’s name
in vain and claim that God is, more or less, aligned with the platform of the Republican party or
the Democratic party, or that God somehow favors the United States over the other nations of
the world is also simply wrong. The common mistake that runs through these various ways of
thinking about the relationship between our faith and matters of secular politics is the
assumption that the primary audience of the Christian faith, the community to which the gospel
is principally addressed is the State, the nation, and that our primary calling as Christians is to
make the nation more Christian. But if we’re making comparisons the nation of Israel, the
people of God, do not correspond to the United States or another other nation, but to the
Church.

So, our primary calling as Christians, as followers of Jesus, as a people shaped by our Lord’s
prayer is not to make the State more Christian, but to be the Church, to be a people in whose life
together the Kingdom has come and the Father’s will is done among us as it is in heaven.

You see the Church, as a foretaste of the Kingdom of God, offers an alternative politics to the
politics of the kingdoms of this world. We do witness to the kingdoms of this world, not so
much trying to get our candidates elected or our agenda passed, but by allowing our Lord’s
prayer to shape us in a way that our life and witness as the Church reminds the kingdoms of this
world that they are not God and that God has a very different agenda for the world, an agenda we
see, hopefully taking shape among God’s people called Church - the ones who boldly pray, “Our
Father in heaven, whose name is holy...”. So praying the Lord’s Prayer is a bold, political act, if
by politics we mean how a community’s life together is ordered. Jesus’s prayer points us in the
direction of God’s politics, of how God intends for life in the Church and ultimately in all
creation to be ordered.



Bishop Will Willimon points out that “Christianity is very materialistic; it is concerned about the
stuff of life. That is, the goal is of the Christian faith is not to be filled with enough spiritual hot
air that we float a foot above the earth. The goal is to come to pray in such a way that down on
earth, material, everyday, flesh and blood matters like kingdoms, and relationships, forgiveness,
and daily bread become spiritual matters. Jesus didn’t come urging us to think about him, or to
feel deeply about him. When he called us to be his disciples, he didn’t come seeking our
disembodied, individual spirits, he didn’t ask for our mental ascent to a set of spiritual laws.
Jesus came inviting us to join up with his Kingdom, to live differently.”

In and through baptism, we become citizens of a different Kingdom, a different realm. When we
see Jesus healing people, casting out demons, eating with outcasts and sinners, feeding the
hungry, confronting the powerful, forgiving his enemies, we know that our world has been
invaded and the Kingdom of God has drawn near. And so, in teaching us to pray again and
again for the coming of God’s Kingdom, Jesus is not inviting us to think some nice thoughts
about God or again to make sure our party’s agenda wins, rather he’s calling us to be the place on
earth where the reign and rule of God comes.

That’s because, as I shared last week, heaven is not some place way up yonder in the sky.
Salvation is not about how we get there and escape this God-forsaken place when we die. No
heaven is that realm, that physical place where God’s reign is realized, where God’s justice and
righteousness prevail. “Heaven is God’s space, where God’s future purposes for all creation are
waiting in the wings. Earth is our world, our space.” (Wright, p. 24) So for God’s Kingdom to
come and God’s will to be done in earth as it is in heaven simply means that heaven and earth are
finally united as God intends. “It isn’t about human beings being snatched up into heaven from
earth. No, it’s the reverse. It’s the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven to
earth. God’s space and our space finally married. The thin veil that separates heaven and earth is
removed, heaven comes upon the earth, God’s reign of justice and righteousness takes shapes in
us, the people who are bold to pray Jesus’ prayer.

Israel was called to be that place where God’s Kingdom comes and God’s will is done. Jesus
tulfilled Israel’s vocation and in him the Kingdom of heaven, and the Father’s will drew near to
us. As the Church, Christ’s body on earth, we are called to share in Jesus’ vocation and by the
power of the Holy Spirit to have God’s Kingdom take shape in us. So, praying like Jesus doesn’t
mean that we ask God to sort out all of our messes so that the Church can be a cozy place without
problems or pain. If we are bold enough to learn, and live and pray Jesus’ prayer we are asking
God to make us like Jesus, to make us Kingdom-bearers. “To make us a community of healed-
healers, to make us a retuned orchestra playing Kingdom-music until the whole world takes up
the song. To make us servants of the Lord, the few with a message for the many.” (Wright, p. 32)

But what is this Kingdom really like? How will we know it when we see it? What are the politics



that are native to God’s reign? Well, Jesus says the Kingdom can actually be difficult to see.
Sometimes it seems hidden.

It sometimes comes quietly and is found in unexpected places. It’s not like the Kingdoms of this
world that favor a show and clamor for attention. The Kingdom Jesus brings and for which he
teaches us to pray is like a little seed that silently grows, eventually yielding a great harvest. And
it’s a place of extravagant generosity where a lot of seed seems to be wasted, seed scattered here
and there and sometimes failing to take root. Unlike the kingdoms of this world, the Kingdom of
God does not come by force and often appears to the world as something small and insignificant,
maybe as small as a mustard seed. But God knows the potential that lies therein.

The Kingdom that Jesus brings and teaches us to pray for is a strange economy, like a rich man
who gives away all his property to his servants and then leaves town, or like a vineyard in which
all the workers are paid equally and generously no matter how long they’ve been at the task. It’s
like a Father who had two sons, and like the small amount of yeast that the woman took and
mixed with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. It’s like a strange light that seems
to never go out and salt that never loses its flavor. It’s a place where it is said, blessed are the
poor, for theirs is the Kingdom; blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted; and
blessed are the meek and the peacemakers, for they shall inherit the earth. And it’s found not in
palaces, or the halls of power, or of government, but in a garden, in the one who prayed “not my
will but your will be done.” And that Kingdom, because of Jesus, is here, right now among us,
but not yet in its fullness.

We have seen in Jesus what God intends for the future of the world, but we also know that there
is some distance that remains, the veil between heaven and earth, though thin, is still present.
And so, we wait, and we work, and we serve, and we engage in the very political work of praying
“your Kingdom come and your will be done.” Which is simply another way of saying, “Lord,
make us instruments of your Kingdom. Like Jesus, let your will be done in us until that day
when heaven and earth are one.”

When we were baptized, or on the day when you will be baptized, we became people of the Lord’s
prayer and citizens of the Kingdom of heaven. Our allegiance belongs only to Jesus our Lord and
King; and learning, and praying, and living his prayer is a bold, political act. It’s one of the ways
we point the world toward the Father whose name is holy.

In a few moments, we’ll come forward and remember and renew our baptism, or look forward to
the day when you will be baptized. Through the waters of baptism we gain entrance into the
Kingdom of our Lord and become citizens of heaven where our lives are ordered by a very
different kind of politics. The big, unanswered question for us today is not “what is God’s will
that we pray will be done?” Nor is it, trying to figure out just what this Kingdom is like we are



called to pray and live for. No, I think those who have met Jesus have a pretty good idea about
what the Kingdom looks like and what God’s will is for the people called Church.

The lingering question put before us here at the beginning of a New Year is do we have the
courage to do it, to be bold enough to pray Jesus’ prayer and live like him? Are we willing to
allow heaven and earth to overlap in us, to allow God’s Kingdom to take shape in us, and for
God’s will to become our will?

Make no mistake about it. The Christian faith is very political. That’s because it is about the
stuff of everyday ordinary life, and has everything to do with how our lives and the life of the
Church should be ordered. But it is a politics that are very different from the politics of the
kingdoms of this world. It calls us to do strange things, to live by practices that may make us
seem at odds and out of step with the world. You know, practices like taking up the cross and
following a servant King, feeding the hungry their daily bread, sharing a table with outcasts and
sinners, walking with someone not like us, speaking up for those who have no voice, opening our
homes and offering shelter, being a community of healed healers, forgiving, loving our enemies,
making peace, speaking the truth, offering good news. That’s the shape of the Kingdom for
which we pray with Jesus. And God has given everything we need to live in this world by that
different kind of politics, to be faithful citizens of Christ’s Kingdom. We lack nothing, because
God is with us. And so, we are bold to pray, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done.” Amen.

Let us pray...

Most high and glorious God, enlighten the darkness of our hearts, give us Lord, a correct faith, a
certain hope, perfect charity, understanding and knowledge, that we may carry out your perfect
and holy will. Amen.

— St. Francis of Assisi



