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Every Sunday, I try my best with the help of God to tell you the truth. I recognize fully that
throughout the week a lot of other voices are trying to define you - giving you names like good,
bad, ugly, dumb, smart, liberal, conservative, beautiful, powerful, weak, worthless, failure,
success. Knowing that you hear all these other names and definitions of who you are and what
you are to do and be, I try my best, from my head and heart, to tell you the truth about who we
are, who God is, and what difference that makes in how we live our lives in relationship with
God, with our brothers and sisters in the Church, and our neighbors in the world. Some Sundays
it goes really well and I leave worship thinking, “Wow, where did that come from? Thank you
God.” Other Sundays I leave worship, after having tried to tell you the truth, and I leave
thinking, “Wow, where did that come from? I guess we’ll try again next week.” Nonetheless, I
try, as I know all our pastors do, with the help of God and by the power of the Holy Spirit to
speak the truth, to tell the story of Jesus Christ, and of our life with Christ, and how our lives are
to be different because we are friends of Jesus — or at least how our lives are supposed to be
different because we are friends with Jesus.

This morning we encounter a passage from Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth where
Paul, a pastor and fellow disciple, is trying to do just that. He’s trying to tell the good folks at
First Church Corinth the truth about Christ, and about themselves, in light of their new-found
relationship with God through Christ. Paul desperately wants them to see that things are
different because of Jesus, and that they are called to be different and to treat others differently
because they are now a part of the new creation that God has begun in Christ Jesus our Lord. As
I've said throughout this series, Paul wants them to know that their relationship with Christ is the
source of their identity and the foundation of all their other relationships. All the other tribes to
which they may have belonged no longer matter. The new age of grace has begun and the
present age no longer defines us, and so Paul wants the good Christians in Corinth to lay aside all
the other names, and titles, and allegiances, and definitions, all the other selfish and self-centered
ways they were thinking about themselves, to lay all of that aside and remember that they are first
and foremost friends of Jesus. Paul writes, “...we no longer evaluate people by what they have or
how they look. We looked at the Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We
certainly don’t look at him that way anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is that
anyone united with Christ gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a new life has
begun! Look at it! All this comes from God who settled the relationship between us and him,
and then called us to settle our relationships with each other. God put the world square with
himself through Christ, giving the world a fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins. God has
given us the task of telling everyone what he is doing. We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses



us to persuade men and women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of healing
relationships and making things right between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now:
Become friends with God; he’s already a friend with you.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-21, The Message)

The truth my friends - if we are in Christ, if we have been baptized into and are walking with
Christ, sharing friendship with God, the truth is...we are a new creation. Everything old has
passed away, everything has become new. And God has done this for us, in Christ. Now we can
reject this truth and ignore it, and it is not a goal we can earn and achieve; it is a gift we need only
to welcome and receive. That is the gospel truth, you, we are new creations. Everything old,
your old self, your old habits, your sin, your brokenness, your old allegiances and loyalties, your
shame, your regret, all that is gone and everything is made new because of Jesus.

In the movie A Knight's Tale, William Thatcher (played by the late Heath Ledger) is a young
squire who has always dreamed of winning jousting tournaments and being a champion knight.
Unfortunately, as a peasant's son, it is impossible for him to become a knight. However, when
his master dies an untimely death, William puts on his armor and begins passing himself off as
Sir Ulrich von Lichtenstein setting out on his quest to become a champion knight.

In one tournament William/Sir Ulrich spares his wounded opponent. His nemesis, Count
Adhemar, views William's mercy as weakness and vows to defeat him. William returns to
London, his boyhood home, where he faces Count Adhemar at the world championship.
Adhemar discovers William's secret—that he was actually born a thatcher's son in London's
Cheapside district. Tipped by Adhemar, the authorities arrest William and display him in public
stocks, where the townspeople taunt him.

A man emerges from the crowd that has gathered around the stocks. He removes his cloak and
reveals himself to be the very same man to whom William had shown mercy. William and the
rest of the crowd are shocked as Colville reveals his true identity. He is actually the Prince—the
king's own son.

Speaking to William the Prince says: "What a pair we make, both trying to hide who we are, both
unable to do so." The prince orders that William be released and addresses the crowd: "He may
appear to be of humble origins, but my personal historians have discovered that he is descended
from an ancient, royal line. This is my word, and as such is beyond contestation."

He then speaks to William: "Now, if I may repay the kindness you once showed me. Take a knee."
He removes his sword and says, "By the power vested in me by my father, King Edward, and by
all the witnesses here, I dub thee, Sir William and in that moment the thatcher’s son becomes a
knight, a new creation, everything old passed away, everything become new.

Now obviously that’s just a silly movie and like most analogies it breaks down fairly quickly when



compared to what our Lord has done for us. And yet I know that some days we don’t feel like
much, and maybe we wonder how could God love me or possibly use me? What do I have to
offer the church much less the world? Maybe you live with some heavy burden or
disappointment or fear that is holding you back from being who Christ died and was raised for
you to be. Maybe some days you feel like a poor thatcher’s son who wishes he could have been
more, who wishes he could change his stars and become a knight, maybe relationships with God
and with others, have not gone well. Maybe you feel like you've made a royal mess of things and
there’s just no way forward, no way to begin again. Maybe life together with others has been a
struggle.

Here at the end of our series on living Life Together, and as we prepare to journey with Jesus
through Lent and hopefully grow in our relationships with him on our way to Easter, it is good to
kneel before our Lord, feel his gentle hand on our shoulder, and hear him speaking the truth
about who we are. It’s good to hear Jesus once again as he renames us and announces to all who
are listening, “...you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work,
chosen to be a holy people, you are chosen to be God’s instruments to do his work and speak out
for him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference God has made for you— how God has
brought you from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted.” (1 Peter 2:9-10, The
Message)

It is good to be reminded of who we really are, of our true identity, that we are of noble birth and
how that shapes, or should shape, the way we share life together. We are so prone to forget it, or
hide it, or even ignore and reject it, so it is good that we are reminded from time to time that we
are in Christ a new creation. This means that we no longer live by the old rules and definitions,
or as slaves to our old selves. Our Lord has set us free, dubbed us royalty, called us his
ambassadors, entrusted with the message of his reconciling grace and love.

Now I know, you might be thinking, “I don’t feel or act much like a new creation, and I may
know in my head that in Christ I am a new creation, [ know I am supposed to relate to God and
others like everything has been made new, but I also know how prone I am to live out of that old
identity, and how hard it is sometimes to be who Christ has redeemed me to be.” T getit. I
understand how hard it is to let the old self, with all the comfort and familiarity and security, how
hard it is to let it go, and then to take hold of the new life Christ is offering. Sometimes we seem
to cling to that old life with all our might. And sometimes even though we may want to truly be
made new, it seems to come oh so slow. And I want you to know that’s ok. God loves you as you
are, you don’t have to earn that; and God is patiently working on you to remove all that stands in
the way of you being and becoming like Jesus.

As someone once said, “Our nature can be a hard thing to change; it takes time.... I have heard of



people who have life-changing, miraculous turnarounds, people set free from addiction after a
single prayer, relationships saved where both parties "let go, and let God."

I don’t know about you but it has not been like that for me. He goes on to say, for all that "I was
lost, I am found," it is probably more accurate for me to say, "I was really lost. I'm a little less so
at the moment." Hopefully I'll be a little less lost tomorrow. And then a little less and a little less
again. That to me is the spiritual life. The slow reworking of our lives day by day. Slowly being
rebuilt in a better image. It may take years, and for most of us it is not over yet.”(Bono) That
journey is quite often as NT Wright describes it, “a long obedience in the same direction.”

This remaking of who we are and all of our relationships is a work of grace. It is a part of the
two-fold work of salvation that God has accomplished for us in Christ. Christ lived, died and
was raised that we might be reconciled to God and set free from sin, that we might be forgiven
and able to forgive. And Christ lived, died and was raised in order that, in a moment or over a
lifetime, we might be made new and whole, perfected in love, so that in all of life, including our
relationships, we point others to Jesus and his love.

So where are you today, along this road of a long obedience in the same direction? Is there
anything holding you back in your friendship with Christ, in your relationships with others, with
friends and even enemies? What false narrative about who you are, your worth, your life, your
relationships are you clinging to? I'm sure today we all find ourselves at different points along
this journey. I think one of the great things about our church is that regardless of where you are
you are welcome here. Some of us may feel like we’re barely making progress, walking up hill
even. Others may be well on their way to the fullness of life in Christ. There are days and
moments within days for all of us when the new creation seems to shine forth like the sun...when
our life together seems to be defined by our relationships with Jesus. Then there are those other
days and other moments when the old, sinful, selfish me seems to come roaring back with a
vengeance, when other stories and definitions about who we are and how we should relate to one
another crowd out the truth and life together doesn’t go very well. That’s why week in and week
out we come back to this place, to be reminded of the truth, “...anyone united with Christ gets a
fresh start; is created new. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” Thanks be to God.



