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In the deepest days of winter, when all seems dark and dormant, nature is actually hard at work.
Think about an acorn. Somewhere, under the litter of leaves in the woods, in the angle of a fallen
log, or in the tilled soil of a garden bed, an acorn is busy becoming a tree.

Through an amazing process the acorn first formed on the parent tree. And as the acorn grew
and swelled, the scales enveloping it formed a cap atop a hard-shelled nut containing the embryo,
the beginnings; the potential of a mighty oak tree.

When the acorn was ripe, it fell from the tree. Now, of course, many acorns were scattered from
the mother tree, but only a few escaped hungry squirrels, deer and blue jays and they bounced or
rolled to a place where they could grow. Lucky acorns immediately claimed their territory by
sending an embryonic root down into the soil to anchor the plant and search for water. All
through the winter, through icy weather and warm spells, that root has held the acorn to the
ground.

Now that spring has come and the soil has some moisture in it and it is a little warmer, the acorn
will swell with water and crack open its shell. Then it will send up a young shoot. The acorn has
structures that will provide food to the young seedling for many months, even after it has
developed leaves that are equipped with chlorophyll to gather sunlight and produce food. Its
roots deepen into the soil as it also reaches to the sky.

Someday, that acorn may become a tree that provides food and shelter to birds and other wildlife
and shade and beauty for us to see.! But it all begins with that most important connection to the
earth. You only end up with a tall, beautiful, fruitful tree if that acorn first grows downward,
pushing its roots into the soil, abiding deeply in that which gives it strength and life.

A faithful or fruitful life of loving our community and inviting all to discover life in Christ is the
fruit of our abiding deeply in Christ through the practices of Worship, Connecting, and Serving.
We only experience growth in Christ, we only bear fruit, in as much as we put down roots in
Christ. It’s the very thing Ken was talking about last Sunday when he reminded us of the
importance of having a rhythm or rule of life that connects us with God in life-giving ways.

Now of course, the fruitfulness of our life together as Church is God’s work. We are called to sow
seeds of faith, to water, to nurture, to care for those seeds, but ultimately, growth and fruitfulness
come from God. As Paul reminds us, “...it is only God who gives the growth.” (1 Corinthians
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3:7b) However, by God’s grace we are called and enabled to cooperate with God, to become co-
creators with God, to respond to what God is doing in and through us and participate in God’s
work of salvation which entails not only our being justified or reconciled to God, put in right
relationship with God; but also our being sanctified or being renewed after the image and
likeness of God, being made more like Jesus, holy.

Fruitful ministry or a life of faithful discipleship is God’s work through the power of the Holy
Spirit. And there are countless ways in which God is using us here at Boone UMC to bear
Kingdom fruit. Last night at our concert of prayer and this morning we are celebrating some of
those signs of fruitfulness made possible through our Faith Promise giving. Faith Promise is one
of the ways we seek to love this community and the world well and invite others to discover life
in Christ both by our financial support of a number of different ministries and missions, and
through our commitment to pray regularly for these ministries and missions and serve in them.
Faith Promise is a commitment that is above and beyond our tithe and support of the operational
or ministry budget of the church. It is our stepping out in faith and a promise of our
commitment to join what God is already doing in the world to bring about God’s Kingdom. God
is at work in the world, transforming lives and bringing about God’s Kingdom. Easter unleashes
the resurrecting power of God. The risen Christ goes ahead of us into the world. We need only
to pay attention, to watch, to be aware of where God is at work and then commit ourselves and
our gifts to joining God in that work. So Faith Promise changes us as a church, it makes us better.
And more importantly it changes lives by the power of the gospel.

The commitment we make when we offer ourselves and our gifts through Faith Promise is one of
the ways we are connected to and abide in Christ. And out of that connection with what God is
doing, out of that abiding, God bears fruit for the Kingdom. I am reminded of what Jesus says to
his friends, to us, in the gospel of John. “I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're
joined with me and I with you, the relationship intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be
abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing.... But if you make yourselves at home with me
and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and
acted upon. This is how my Father shows who he is - when you produce fruit, when you mature
as my disciples.” (John 15:5-8) Our abiding through worship, connecting with God and one
another in study and small groups, and serving is for the purpose of bearing fruit. The reason an
acorn puts roots down into the soil is to become a tree and bear fruit, to multiply.

If you plant a garden you don’t walk away and say, “Well, that’s done. I've planted some seeds in
the soil.” No, the hope is that those seeds, with proper care and cultivation, will produce an
abundant harvest. It’s the fruit that’s the goal. Attending worship, saying the occasional prayer,
being a part of a Sunday school class or community group, serving on a committee or ministry
team, those are all means of abiding. They are not the end to a life of faith; they are the means to



the end. They are the pathway to discipleship, but not discipleship itself. God wants us to live
fruitful lives, not to merely go through the motions of being Christian, not to be superficially
Christian, but to connect and commit regularly and in deep ways in order that we become fruit-
bearing followers of Jesus.

When I look at the list of ministries supported through Faith Promise giving I am humbled and
inspired by the ways God is using your faithfulness. Let me share with you what some of that
fruit looks like. It looks like young adults whose lives are being transformed and who are hearing
the call of God to serve the Church and the world as committed laity and clergy through the
Appalachian Wesley Foundation. Many of them are here on Sunday mornings and Sunday
evenings attending and leading worship, leading youth small groups, working alongside our staff,
being the Church today.

Blackburn Community Outreach at our campus in Todd grows produce for local feeding
programs and helps to lead a mentoring/tutoring program at Green Valley School. Your
neighbor’s homes are warmed by firewood from our firewood ministry through which they also
hear the good news of Christ’s love for them and they receive emergency financial assistance
when life becomes overwhelming.

Eve Van Devender is serving on your behalf in Colombia. The Guatemala mission team
provided dental care, and Vacation Bible School, and love and hope in Patzabal. We've
supported four individuals who will be serving in Haiti. When you connect and commit through
Faith Promise you've joined with God in bearing fruit like the Heistand’s and their amazing work
with CRU, the HOPE Pregnancy Center, Oasis, Hospitality House, RISE, Watauga Crisis
Assistance Network, the Community Care Clinic, the Humnick’s and the Presson’s who are
missionaries with Wycliffe Bible translators, and the Hunger and Health Coalition. You're
bearing fruit with Judith Banya in Sierra Leone where she runs a feeding program for 500 school
children, is building a school for girls, a mission house, and planting a new faith community.
You've been a part of the Kingdom bearing fruit through ZOE in Rwanda, Farm, Hope, Thrive,
in Tanzania, the mission of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, training pastors and
church leaders in India, the Crossnore School and Children’s Home, and just last week we heard
about Lauren Welsh’s amazing journey of serving as a missionary in Cambodia, Thailand,
Malawi and Guatemala.

This is what happens when we take seriously Jesus’ invitation to abide in him, to put down roots
deeply into his life, and from that reservoir draw the energy, and the creativity, and the power of
the Holy Spirit to live lives that truly change the world. God, through Faith Promise is changing
this community and the world. Above and beyond your support of the operational/ ministry
budget of this church, Faith Promise is one of the best investments you can make in the work of



God’s Kingdom and it is bearing fruit in so many lives. I thank God for Faith Promise and for
you.

Now I would be remiss today if I didn’t acknowledge and say thank you to Rev. Laura Byrch and
her amazing team who coordinate, inspire and lead our missional initiatives. Laura not only
talks about abiding in Christ and serving others, she actually lives it. I'm so grateful for her
leadership and to be able to let you know that because of a grant from the District and
Conference we’ll be able to welcome Laura to our staff in a more full-time capacity beginning in
July. She’ll of course continue to serve as our Pastor of Community Engagement and will be
devoting a significant amount of her time to expanding our ministry in Bradford Park seeking
the flourishing of that community and exploring what it looks like to be the Church there. She is
a real gift to our team and to our mission of loving this community and inviting others to life in
Christ. So Laura, thank you for your leadership and thanks to the members of our missions
team.

The psalmist writes, “Commit your way to the LORD; trust in God, and he will act.” (Psalm 37:5)
Commit and trust, and God will act. We are called to prepare the soil, to sow the seeds, to water
them, to nurture them, and to abide deeply in Christ, like the acorn we’re called to put down
deep roots into the life of the One who is our life trusting that God will then provide the growth
and bear Kingdom fruit.

So, I invite you this morning to pray about how God is calling you to abide and bear fruit
through Faith Promise. How might God use you to change the world? Amen.



