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I am grateful that we are a church where “next generation now” is one of our core values. It’s not
just a cute slogan but a conviction that moves us to be in ministry with children, and youth, and
young adults in a way that takes seriously their gifts and the call we have to walk together as we
grow in the knowledge and love of Christ our Lord. So, I am grateful for you Boone UMC and
your heart for children and youth. I am also grateful for our staff, for Colette and Dan Krontz
especially, for their faithful team of ministry servants, for our confirmation mentors and prayer
partners, for all who are deeply devoted to our Confirmation ministry and who helped make
today possible. And, as a father of 3 children who have all gone through confirmation, I am
grateful for you parents who have helped your youth make their faith a priority by encouraging
them, praying for them, and bringing them to Sunday school, and worship, and confirmation
classes. Ilook forward to seeing you all at Youth in late summer when your kids will transition
into the capable hands of Andy Ellis, our Director of Youth Ministry.

As Vern shared when he welcomed us into worship, this morning we kick off a four-week
sermon series entitled They’ll Know we are Christians in which we’ll think together about our
witness as Christians. Somewhere along the way, perhaps growing out of a misunderstanding or
an exaggeration of what we actually mean when we say that we are saved by grace alone, we
became convinced that we need only to say that we are Christian, that words alone should
convince others of our faithfulness to Christ. But are words alone really enough? Annie Dillard
once observed, "Jesus told us...that his disciples are to be salt and light in the world. We have to
shine if we follow Christ. And we have to be salt.”

Words do matter. The fact that these youth, will in a few moments, make a verbal profession of
faith in Christ matters immensely. But, words alone are not enough. Words about Jesus
divorced from a life that resembles Jesus are at best empty piety and can even be harmful. I
recently heard someone say that when it comes to one’s public life there are times when you must
suspend what you believe and not allow the faith you profess with your lips to get in the way of
public responsibilities. But that’s not how it should work for us as followers of Jesus. Asa
Christian there can be no such thing as a divided life, or a public life of responsibility divorced
from a private life of faith. That’s one of the reasons the Church is in such decline. Folks outside
the Church hear us say one thing and then see us live or act in ways that seem to contradict or
not support what we say we believe. AS C. S. Lewis observed, “When we Christians behave badly,
or fail to behave well, we are making Christianity unbelievable to the outside world.” Words
matter; right belief matters. We are saved by grace through faith. But, faith without works is
dead. And so the best witness to our faith, to our relationship with Christ, is when our words



and our lives are in sync. When that happens, it will be obvious that we are friends of Jesus.
When our words sound like Jesus and our lives look like Jesus then the world we know that we
are Christians.

Mark tells us that Jesus has once again crossed over the Sea of Galilee to the shore on the other
side. A large crowd has gathered around him and as he taught, one of the leaders of the
synagogue, a man named Jairus, came to him and pleaded with Jesus to come to his home and
heal his daughter who is at the point of death. So, Jesus goes with Jairus and the large crowd
follows along with them.

Now there’s a woman in the crowd who has been ill, hemorrhaging for twelve years. Not only
has her illness weakened her body but the nature of the illness likely means that she has been
ostracized and alienated from her community, and her family, and her friends. She has tried
every possible cure but nothing has worked. But that day she sees Jesus. Maybe she’s heard the
rumors about him, or maybe because of her illness and the alienation she’s experienced she’s
become present to God, when she couldn’t be present with others, maybe she’s become so
present to God that she senses that somehow the healing and life-giving power of God is present
in Jesus in a way she’s never before seen. And she believes, if I can just be in his presence, just
touch his cloak my life will be restored. So, she presses through the crowd, reaches out her hand
and touches Jesus. But Jesus is busy, he’s on his way to care for the sick child of Jairus, a leader in
the synagogue, an important man. And when she touches him, when she reaches out in faith to
be in the presence of Jesus, what does he do? I mean he has an agenda for the day, a ministry
plan, work to be done, a child to save, and she only touches his coat from the back. He doesn’t
see her. He’s in the middle of a large crowd, there are people touching him from every side, who
would notice?

Well Jesus notices, and he pauses and says, “Who touched my clothes?” And fearing what might
happen if she is found out, that she an untouchable, dared to touch a teacher of the Law, she
comes forward and says, “It was me.” She tells him her whole story. And Jesus replies,
“Daughter, you took a risk of faith and now you are healed. Live well and be whole. Go in
peace.” (Mark 5:34) She hoped, believed, that if she could just be in proximity to Jesus, just be in
his presence that maybe some of his amazing life would rub off on her and she would finally be
different, have the life she had so longed for.

Being in Jesus’ presence matters. It makes all the difference in the world. If we want some of his
amazing life to rub off on us, we must spend time in his presence. We have to show up, reach out
in faith, and trust that if we make regular connection with him, he will heal us, transform our life,
and make us whole. Now it doesn’t happen every time. Every moment of prayer, and every
worship Service, and every time you read your Bible, and every small group meeting or youth
retreat, and every act of serving will not be a miraculous mountaintop experience like the woman



had that day when she reached out to Jesus and touched his cloak. You will hopefully have
moments like that in your life, significant, powerful markers on your journey. Maybe this
weekend, your baptism or your confirmation will be one of those moments.

But even if your encounters with Jesus are not always that dramatic, every second spent in his
presence, in proximity to Jesus, reaching out to him matters because it has a cumulative effect,
like a river pouring over jagged rocks making them smooth over years, time spent in the presence
of Jesus slowly reshapes us into his image. So, if you want to look like Jesus, and if you want the
world to know you are his friend, his follower, his servant then spend time in his presence. Learn
to cultivate that relationship. It is the most important relationship in your life.

One of the other really compelling things about this story is that Jesus had a full day planned. He
was on his way to Jairus’” house to care for a sick child. There were lots of folks in that crowd
demanding his attention. But he let none of that get in the way of an awareness of someone’s
need. Unlike you and me, Jesus was unencumbered by his past and not at all anxious about the
future and thus was fully present in each and every moment and with each and every person.
And the reason he was able to be fully present in each moment and with each person is because
he was first fully present to God the Father. You all get to listen in today but I want our
confirmation class to really hear this, guys, there are going to be opportunities around you every
day, holy moments, when if you’re paying attention God will put someone in your path and give
you the sacred privilege of pointing them to Jesus and his love. But that will only happen, and
you’ll only be able to be present in that moment and present with them, if you have first learned
to be present to God. And there are countless distractions that get in the way of our being
present with Jesus — fear of what others might think of us, ambition, greed, a desire to be popular,
busyness, the little screens we all carry around. And because we let these distractions have our
attention we miss out on moments like the one Jesus experienced that day in the crowd. And
instead of pausing to connect with someone in need, we just keep walking, right through the
crowd, and they keep wondering if what we say about Jesus is true? They’ll know we are
Christians when we are fully present with people who are lost, or lonely, or hurting, because we
have been fully present with Jesus, when some of his amazing life has rubbed off on us.

We all struggle with spending time in the presence of God, the good news is even when we aren’t
fully present to God, there is never a moment in your life when God is not fully present with you.
And God is always waiting for you to just show up and spend time with him. God always notices
and responds when you reach out.

My prayer is that you will always know the intimate presence of the Lord. That Jesus will be your
best friend. That you’ll give him not only a little of your time, an occasional prayer, an hour or
two in worship or service here or there, but that you'll give God your heart. And that living in



God’s presence will enable you to be present with others in a way that leaves no doubt in their

mind that you are indeed Christian. May the Lord bless and keep you. Amen.



