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In his book, Blue Like Jazz, Donald Miller observes, “I never liked jazz music because jazz music
doesn't resolve. But I was outside the Bagdad Theater in Portland one night when I saw a man
playing the saxophone. I stood there for fifteen minutes, and he never opened his eyes. After
that I liked jazz music. Sometimes you have to watch somebody love something before you can
love it yourself. It is as if they are showing you the way. He goes on to say, “I used to not like
God because God didn't resolve. But that was before any of this happened.”

Those of us who need closure or resolution are likely disappointed with this morning’s reading
from Acts. We’ve come to the end of the book and all has not been resolved. It’s as if Luke
places an ellipsis where we want a period. Acts is not a 30-minute television sit-com where after
a few ups and downs the potential crisis is averted and all is well until next week when the show
comes on again. We know Paul’s story ends with his martyrdom but there’s none of that here.
Luke could have told that part of the story, we could have ended there, with Paul’s end,
celebrating the faithful witness of one who gave everything for the gospel. But we don’t. We
“end” with Paul still in chains and still teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ to all who will listen
with the same boldness he taught with from the very beginning. There is no resolution, no nice,
neat, tidy end of the story. No, in a sense, with Acts we end where we began.

As Bishop Willimon suggests, “The Book of Acts began with Luke telling Theophilus that his
second volume, his companion to the gospel of Luke, would be a continuation of ‘all that Jesus
began to do and teach until the day when he was taken up.’(1:1-2) In other words, the words and
deeds of Christ continue in the work and proclamation of his disciples and the early Church. As
much as Rome, and the Jewish authorities, and the crowds by their sin have tried they could not
silence Jesus, because the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus’ people to continue to speak of the
coming kingdom of God. In Acts we have witnessed how that bold proclamation reached out to
include all people (4:29; 28:31), anyone who would listen. Caesar cannot silence the gospel. The
proclamation was not quieted by the cross, not ended when Stephen was stoned, nor can the
story end with the death of Paul in Rome. The story of the crucified and risen Christ will not end
with the death of one of his servants. Paul has been delivered from storms and shipwrecks. He
has been pronounced innocent by the Roman courts. He has triumphed over the most dreaded
powers. Paul is unwaveringly committed to the gospel. So, Acts poses the question, what can
stop Paul’s witness and what if anything can slow the advancement of the Kingdom? The risen
Christ told his disciples, ‘You are witnesses of these things’ (Luke 24:48), implying that the story
had begun rather than ended. So Acts is the continuation of that story of witness into Jerusalem,



and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) And that story, of the
unfolding witness of the Church and the flow of the gospel out into all the world, that story
continues to be written. Paul continues, even if in chains, to “proclaim the kingdom of God and
teach about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance”. (Acts 28:31)

You see the Holy Spirit propels the Church into the world with the good news that in Jesus Christ
the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of heaven is coming upon the earth. And it is a Kingdom in
which death and sin no longer win the day. It is a kingdom in which the poor are blessed, and
those who mourn are comforted, and those who hunger in body and spirit are well-fed. Itisa
Kingdom in which the captive are released, those blinded by sin and in-justice are given clear
vision, and the oppressed are finally set free. That Kingdom, a Kingdom not of our making but
of our receiving as a gift from God, is unfolding right before our eyes. And we get to be a part of
it. And so, there is no resolution at the end of Acts only another beginning.

There is only a faithful man continuing to do what he loves - eyes closed, improvising the notes,
showing us the way. The work of the gospel continues, it goes on and on until Christ is all in all.
And therein lies our hope.

In a world that seems hell bent on destruction, where people lust for violence instead of making
peace and would rather hate and control one another than love, where hope is sometimes really
hard to fine, in a world of ashes, where God at times seems distant and faith is on the brink of
vanishing, Christ reminds us, “...on this rock, on the confession of and our obedience to Christ
as Lord, the Church is built, and the gates of Hell will not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)
That’s why the music of the gospel doesn’t resolve and the end of Acts seems like just another
beginning.

I love the beautiful way Will Willimon puts this, “You and I live in the continuation of the story
of Acts. Acts must close in an open-ended fashion, with the door still open for work and witness
rather than closed by the death of Paul, because the Spirit is still alive and active. (And we know
the story of the gospel never ends with Good Friday. Easter is always right around the corner
and God is always doing something new and unexpected.) So, Luke is not simply writing history,
telling the story of Paul from beginning to his end.” Luke is not talking only about what God
has done as if God is no longer at work and our only option then is to hope to live well by being
inspired by stories from the past. Rather, this is the story of a present, our present, the Church’s
present empowered and made possible by a future God is bringing to pass. “Luke writes the
story of the Spirit, the Spirit incarnate in people like you and me....So, when will the story end
and all the promises be fulfilled, when will we see the blessings of God in their fullness...? Well,
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Luke gives no answer to that except that the story continues....There is work for the Church to
do. And we need not be gazing up into heaven obsessed with the Lord’s return when the Spirit is
active on earth here and now.”(Acts 1:11) Acts is not only the story of the early Church, it is our
story and God is writing the next chapters in and through us. God is writing the story of the
redemption and the renewal of the world in and through ordinary people like you and me.
That’s why Acts does not end with Paul’s death but with Paul “proclaiming the kingdom of God
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ...”. The story continues showing us the way by loving
Christ well. The question is will we be as focused, and committed, and as relentless as Paul?

On Tuesday of this past week I and a group of our staff and lay leaders gathered for the first of
three six hour meetings with David Putnam, our lead navigator from Auxano. Auxano is the
organization who a few years ago led the visioning process that helped us develop clarity around
our mission, strategy, values, and measures. The fruit of that work is our vision frame or the lens
through which we view our ministry as a church. The part of the frame you may be most
familiar with is our mission which we’ve defined as... Loving our community and inviting all to
discover life in Christ.

The purpose of the work we are now doing is to prayerfully discern, in light of that mission, the
significant next steps God may be calling us to in the next year and then in the next 3-5 years or
so. In other words, we’re thinking about what the next significant chapter might be in light of
some of the significant chapters we’ve already lived through like relocating to this setting, new
ministries like Crossroads, Blackburn’s Chapel, and King Street Church.

God, as we’ve seen in Acts, is continuing to write the story of the gospel. There is work to be
done, a story to tell, the Spirit is still alive and at work in and through us. And God is calling us
to relentlessly “proclaim the kingdom of God and teach about the Lord Jesus Christ” in our work,
in how we serve, among our families and our friends, welcoming all who will join us on the way.

Now we’ve only begun the conversation but I'm inspired and energized by where God might lead
us as a church over the next few years. And I invite your prayers and your insights in that
conversation. Now, of course, this very important and prayerful work around the next chapter
God may be writing among us as a church has the macro view in mind. It’s the big picture. And
it might be easy to say that really doesn’t affect me. So, for this morning, right now, I’d like to
bring the conversation a little closer. I want to invite you to imagine yourself pen in hand,
listening attentively to God and then writing the next letter, the next word, the next paragraph,
the next chapter in your life of bearing witness to the love of God. What is God calling you to? It
doesn’t have to be something big, something radically different. But has the Holy Spirit been
tugging at your heart, nudging you, maybe hitting you upside the head, inviting you deeper into
the story? A good friend of mine often asks me the question, “David, what one thing can you do



over the next 90 days or six months, that will have the greatest impact for the Kingdom? And
“what’s keeping you from doing it?”

Folks our world needs us to be faithful. The gospel of Jesus Christ embodied in and through the
life of the Church is the hope and healing this weary world desperately needs. No matter how
important they may be, no President, no party, no political agenda can set us free from our
captivity to sin. If you want to know what the hope of the world looks like, it’s Paul at the end of
the book of Acts “...proclaiming the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus
Christ...”. Continuing the story, writing the next chapter.

I want to invite you to pray about that for the next few moments. Maybe you're well on your way
to knowing what God is calling you to next, maybe you're already down the road a bit, maybe
this is the first time or the first time in a long time you’ve thought about your life in this way.
Wherever you are I simply want to invite you to be still and to listen to God speaking to your
heart, calling to you God’s servant saying, “The story continues, the next chapter of Christ’s
gospel of love and light is being written in and through you.”



