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A new young Pastor was attending the men’s breakfast in Farm County. He asked one of the
impressive older farmers in attendance to say grace that morning. After all were seated, the older
farmer began: “Lord, I don’t like buttermilk.” The Pastor opened one eye and wondered to
himself where this was going. Then the farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I don’t like lard.” Now
the Pastor was worried. However, without missing a beat, the farmer prayed on, “And Lord, you
know I don’t care much for raw white flour.” Just as the Pastor thought he should stand up and
stop everything, the farmer continued, “But Lord, when you mix ‘em all together and bake ‘em
up, I do love fresh biscuits. So, Lord, when things come up we don’t like, when life gets hard,
when we just don’t understand what you are sayin' to us, we just need to relax and wait ‘till You
are done mixin’, and probably it will be somethin' even better than biscuits. Amen."

Do you ever wonder what in the world God is mixing up in our midst?

We continue our series on the Church today with a passage from first Corinthians, where the
Apostle Paul is writing to the church in Corinth about spiritual gifts. At the beginning of 1
Corin-thians 12, Paul says we all have spiritual gifts. Some have wisdom or discernment, others
can heal or work miracles, some prophesy, others can speak in tongues or interpret them.
Regardless of the gift, Paul makes two things very clear: first, all gifts come from the Holy Spirit.
Second, all spiritual gifts are to be used for the common good.

Now a quick note about Paul’s context — Paul’s letters always address a specific church in a
particular place and time with its own unique set of circumstances or problems. The Corinthians
apparently had lots of problems, because Paul wrote them at least a couple pretty long letters to
try to correct their issues! One of the problems Paul addresses in today’s scripture is that some
Christians in Corinth believed certain spiritual gifts were better than others. They thought people
who spoke in tongues were somehow closer to God and thus more deserving of recognition and
honor. Paul reminds them that all gifts are products of God’s grace and not a reason for boasting.
All of the spiritual gifts are interdependent and each is necessary in order for the church to
become what God has called it to be. Paul’s letter speaks to our church today, too, if we have ears
to hear. Regardless of what your spiritual gifts might be, know this today — we are all equally
important to the body of Christ. No matter what gifts you have, YOU ARE A GIFT. Now hear
this word from first Corinthians chapter 12, starting at verse 12.

! Thanks Lee Henschel for this joke forwarded over email this week



I Corinthians 12:12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of
many. 15 If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that
would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, "Because I am
not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the

body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the
body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body.21 The eye cannot say to the
hand, "I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 220n
the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and
those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater
honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Paul says that we, the church, are all members of the same body - the body of Christ. By our
baptism we are bound together with one another, adopted into God’s family, and made members
of Christ’s body, together. Many members, one body. The body metaphor is pretty
straightforward, but Paul uses it in a very counter cultural way. In his time, the body metaphor
was commonly used to encourage people to respect the social status quo. People should know to
stay in their place — Caesar was head, and everyone else was some lower or lesser body part. But
Paul flips the metaphor to say that in the kingdom of God, those who are considered least are
actually greatest. In the body of Christ, those who seem to be weaker are in fact indispensable. All
members are interdependent, and the body cannot function without each fulfilling their role,
whether that role is prestigious or not.

I've got a friend named Pete who plays trumpet in New York Metropolitan Opera. He’s been
there more than 20 years, and the Met is one of the best music ensembles in the world. Pete’s
obviously an amazing trumpet player. But he plays the 3" trumpet parts. If you heard his parts all
by themselves, they wouldn’t sound very impressive. In fact, some of his parts sound downright
obscure. But put him with the rest of the ensemble and together they make some of the most
beautiful music in the world.



That’s what Paul is saying about the church. Regardless of how important or unimportant you
perceive your gifts to be, they are all irreplaceable in the body of Christ. The church isn’t as
beautiful without you here. You are indispensable!

Some of you may be hearing this message and thinking, “That’s nice, but I don’t have any of
those spiritual gifts.” First off, I'd invite you to take that up with the Apostle Paul who says
everyone has gifts given by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:6-7, 11). Secondly, I'd tell you that
the list of gifts that Paul enumerates in 1 Corinthians 12 is by no means exhaustive. Think for a
second about how incredibly creative God is. Just one example - billions of people in the world
and we all have unique fingerprints. You are made in God’s own image. Surely that means you
reflect some number of God’s spiritual gifts, whether you've thought of them as gifts or not.
Spend some time this week in prayer discerning where you feel most energized in life and in
worship. That’s a good starting point for discovering which gifts God has given you.

When my wife Carrie and I were in seminary we hosted a small group at our house with some
fellow students and professors. We wanted to provide a space for students to learn how to
provide good pastoral care around contemporary issues, particularly ones it seemed like nobody
was talking about in church. By the way, we had a similar impulse behind the book study we’ll be
leading here in a couple weeks. We’'ll be using an Adam Hamilton book to talk about how faithful
Christians should think and respond to complex and controversial issues of our time. See the
bulletin for details on the Seeing Gray book study.

Back to our seminary group. Here’s something you may not know about me - in group settings,
if 'm not the one responsible for leading the discussion, I often tend to be more reserved and
introverted. I usually prefer to sit back and process rather than talk. After one small group
meeting in seminary when I had been particularly quiet I apologized to one of my professors for
not speaking more often. He looked at me and said something I'll never forget. He said, “You are
enough, just how you are. Your presence here speaks volumes.”

I know it’s not always easy for some of you to be here on Sunday mornings. Between kids and
family activities and responsibilities, things that need to get done around the house, work
commitments — there are countless other things vying for your time and energy on Sunday
mornings. Yet you're here. And your presence matters. You make our church, Christ’s body,
more beautiful.

And then there are those for whom being present here is a physical challenge. There are people in
our congregation who do not have cars or can’t drive but they still manage to get here regularly,
either by finding rides or even by walking if they have to. Not long before he died recently, David



Garvin came to church in a wheelchair as his body was being overcome by cancer. I've seen more
of you than I can name here, for whom it’s difficult to move, painstakingly making your way
forward to receive communion or to pray at the altar. Know that those seemingly small and
insignificant acts of being fully present are indeed gifts to be celebrated. Your presence here is a
gift, and it speaks volumes about God’s faithfulness and the beauty of Christ’s body.

And then there are those who cannot be here with us physically from week to week. I mentioned
last week that Kathleen Hasty joined our church even though she cannot be here on Sunday
mornings. We have a team of volunteers who faithfully deliver bulletins and copies of the
sermons to our nursing home residents and shut-ins so they can remain connected to our body.
We have a craft group that meets monthly to make cards for those folks as well. Those
homebound members are just as much a part of the body of Christ as any of us here today. They
worship with us in spirit and in prayer. There are also a number of people who cannot be with us
on Sundays but are a vital part of our body through our prayer team and Gethsemane ministry,
joining in daily prayer on behalf of our church. What a beautiful gift those people are to the
church.

I've also heard from several of you who lament that you can no longer participate in the life of the
church in the way you once did. I want to share (with permission) from a letter I received
recently from someone who said first how much she’s enjoyed being a part of our church for the
past two years. Then she said, “Through the years I was able to be a part and contribute in
different ways in many churches, but I am no longer able to do the things I used to. I feel like I
am receiving all the blessings but can’t give any. But thank you for letting me be a part of your
church.” I suspect there are many in our congregation who feel this way, and it can’t be easy. But
again, your presence is a significant contribution! We're blessed to glean from your wisdom and
testimony about God’s great faithfulness in your life. And we’re honored to be able to serve you
who have served Christ’s body for so long. Without you and the saints before you who faithfully
shared the good news, there would be no church at all! God bless you, and thank you for the gift
of being able to serve you now!

Please know that however you find yourself connected to the body of Christ, whatever member
you see yourself as, whatever gifts you may bring to Christ’s table, know that you matter to
greatly to God. You matter to Christ’s body. We’re not the same without you. When you’re not
here it’s like leaving out an ingredient from your favorite biscuit recipe. Or hearing a Puccini
opera without the third trumpet part. You might be able to eat those biscuits or listen to that
opera, but they wouldn’t be nearly as wonderful. I think God really likes third trumpets.

Paul says in verse 15, “If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body," that would not make it any less a part of the body.” So it is with you. Don’t ever think that
because you're not a worship leader you don’t belong to the body. Or because you’re not a



Sunday school teacher or a youth volunteer or a confirmation mentor. Or because you don’t
serve on a committee or the care team or in missions. Or because you're not able to help with the
bazaar the way you used to. Or because you can’t afford to give financially like you once did that
you don’t belong to the body or that you’re any less a part of the body. You are enough, just as
you are. Your presence here is a gift.

But here’s the challenging thing about gifts in God’s kingdom - you can’t refuse them, they must
be accepted. Since everyone here is a gift, that means people who are different from you are gifts
as well. People who vote differently than you - in God’s kingdom, those people are a gift. People
who get their news from different sources than you - a gift. People who understand the world
differently than you - a gift. People who look and dress and act differently than you - a gift.
People who pray differently, read the bible differently, serve, sing, and worship differently than
you - all of them, gifts of God. You, the people of God, are the gifts of God. But even though
we're different, all of us are united in Christ, through our baptism. One body, many members.

If you were here last week for our combined service welcoming back our college students, you
experienced one expression of the gift of diversity in the body of Christ. All of our different
worship gatherings came together in this sanctuary to praise God with one voice, and the Spirit
of God was moving powerfully among us. How beautiful was it to sing “Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing” with only our voices? I'm sure the saints and angels were singing with us! If you
weren’t here you missed a glimpse of heaven on earth. What a beautiful gift, that time together in
worship!

As you look around the sanctuary today, I wonder whose presence here, which gifts of God,
might you have overlooked? In Paul’s words, who might you have considered “less honorable” or
“less respectable”? Unworthy of your time and attention? Of whom might you have once
thought, “I have no need of you?” Might the Holy Spirit be calling you to reconsider accepting
God’s gifts with more grace in light of Paul’s words this morning? What might that look like for
you? As you look around the sanctuary, which gifts of God aren’t present here? Who might we
invite to discover life in Christ in order that we might discover life more fully in Christ as we
more accurately reflect the whole kingdom of God in all its diverse beauty?

God’s kingdom is advancing here on earth as it is in heaven. God is in the process of mixing
things up, and Christ’s body is on the move all around us. It’s beautiful and rich and complex
and gloriously diverse, more than we can even imagine. It’s a place where there is no distinction
between Jew or Greek, slave or free, young or old, male or female, wealthy or poor, black, brown,
white or anywhere in between. None of the divisions that we construct between each other can
stand in God’s kingdom, thanks be to God. We’re all uniquely gifted, and thus we’re all gifts in
God’s kingdom. But because our gifts come by God’s grace alone we all share the same status -
beloved children of God. Together, we are the body of Christ. May we always strive to be fully



present in whatever capacity God grants us, in order that the world might receive the glorious
gift of Christ’s body. Amen.



