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Judas spoke up. (This was the other Judas, not Iscariot.)

‘Master,” he said, ‘how will it be that you will show yourself to us and not to the world?” “If
anyone loves me,’ Jesus replied, ‘they will keep my word. My Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who doesn’t love me won’t keep
my word. And the word which you hear isn’t mine. It comes from the Father, who sent
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me.

Tve said all this to you while I am here with you. But the helper, the Holy Spirit, the one
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you everything. He will bring back to your
mind everything that I've said to you.’

T'm leaving you peace. I'm giving you my own peace. It’s quite different from what the
world gives. Don’t let your hearts be troubled; don’t be fearful. You heard that I said to
you, “I am going away, and I am coming back to you.” If you loved me, you would be glad,
because I am going to the Father — the Father is greater than me. And now I've told you
before it happens, so that when it does happen, you may believe.” ‘I haven’t got much more
to say to you. The ruler of this world is coming. He has nothing to do with me. But all this
is happening so that the world may know that I love the Father, and that I'm doing what
the Father has told me to do.” ‘Get up. Let’s be going.’

In commenting on this passage NT Wright asks an interesting question, “What do we mean by
‘the world’? When life brings us joy and good news we often say things like “I'm going to tell the
whole world.” But truly, the world here doesn’t literally mean all the people everywhere who
inhabit this planet. Social media has made it possible for us to communicate with more and
more people but even the largest Instagram and Facebook accounts are but a drop in the bucket
when compared with ‘the world’. Likewise, we sometimes have experiences or information that
we rather would be kept quiet, things we don’t want ‘the whole world knowing about.” But again,
‘the world’ as it’s used here represents a fairly small number of people. So, what do we mean

when we say, ‘the world’?

“When John’s gospel speaks of ‘the world’ it does so in a particular way. For John, ‘the world’
refers to the whole created order and the people who inhabit it, and who by the way have rebelled
against their creator. And so ‘the world’ is a threatening, dangerous place. And yet John also
affirms that Jesus has come ‘into the world’ (1:9), because ‘God loved the world so much’ (3:16)



that he sent his son ‘to rescue the world’ - that is to save the whole created order and all who
inhabit, to redeem all who have rebelled against their creator.

So, God rejects the wickedness of a world that has rebelled against its creator, God remains
totally opposed to the sin of the world and yet God loves the world, and the people that God
made despite their rebellion. Jesus comes as the light of the world, so that people can have the
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light of life; but many, in the world, still prefer the darkness.”

Chapters 14 - 17 of John’s gospel contain what are known as the farewell discourses. These are
Jesus’ final teachings and conversations with his closest friends prior to his crucifixion and death.
And these discourses say “...a lot about ‘the world” as the place of danger and darkness, the place
where the disciples will find themselves after Jesus is gone. John tells us that they, the disciples,
will know him because they will love him and keep his word, aided by the Holy Spirit who will
bring Jesus’ teaching back to their memories. “The world’, by contrast, will neither love Jesus nor
keep his word.” And so, this dangerous place, this place of rebellion, is where the disciples will
live out their vocation as Jesus’ followers. Discipleship is lived out, not behind the four walls of
the Church, but in ‘the world’.

“There is, then, a sharp distinction between the followers of Jesus and ‘the world’. Only, Wright
says, when that distinction is recognized can the next word be heard, and that word is an
amazing promise. Those who hold fast to Jesus, those who pay attention to his word and refuse
to settle for a second-best, compromised discipleship, they will find that His peace comes to them
as a gift; a peace of a kind that the ‘the world’ can never give. And this peace will assure Jesus’
followers of his presence and support. They will have courage and confidence, to remain faithful,
in the midst of ‘the world’ because they remember what Jesus has done.” They remember that
Jesus, the very Son of God, the word made flesh, doesn’t condemn the world, he doesn’t wag a
finger and shame the world, which is what too many Christians in their self-righteousness do.

Rather he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, he poured out his life for the sake of ‘the
world’. Jesus did for us what we could not do for ourselves. Jesus did what he did to show ‘the
world” a new way to be human. He did what he did to show ‘the world’ that, unlike the rest of
creation he would not rebel, that he loves the Father and would remain faithful no matter the
cost. “And called to follow Jesus, we are to live in such a way that ‘the world” will know that we
love him.” We are to live in such a way, to be so transformed in heart, and mind, and life that
there is no doubt that we love Jesus and that our lives belong to him.
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Now Jesus never promises this will be easy. Quite the contrary, he tells his disciples that in the
midst of a world where some continue to prefer the darkness, that discipleship, loving and
following him, will in fact be risky and hard. There will be a cost to pay. But, in answering the
difficult and costly call of discipleship.

Jesus promises that those who hold fast to him, and who refuse to settle for “a second-best,
compromised discipleship” will find the kind of peace ‘the world” can never give. The peace of
Christ is not found in trying to escape the world or isolate ourselves from the world. The peace
of Christ comes as we engage and love the world the way Jesus did. The peace of Christ flows not
from curiosity about Jesus but from obedience. For those who love and follow Christ, peace is
not the absence of trouble, rather it is the assurance of God’s abiding presence and promise in the
face of suffering and struggle. Peace is that awareness, the assurance, that no matter our
circumstances, God is with us, and our lives rest in God. Our lives are in the hands of the God
who forgives sin, who raises the dead, whose love overcomes the world’s rebellion. Peace is the
assurance that when we walk through the darkness of ‘the world” we do so following the one true
Light and the darkness cannot overcome this Light.

When this series began a couple of weeks ago I talked about how Paul had located his discussion
of the fruit of the Spirit within a larger conversation about freedom. Paul writes, “For you were
called to freedom...” (Galatians 5) In Christ, we are called to freedom. God wants us to be free.
Paul then describes what our freedom looks like saying that those who are free in Christ manifest
in their lives the fruit of the Spirit — things like love, joy, and of course today peace.

And I also pointed out how ironic it is that some have suggested that our age will be known, not
as an age of freedom, but as the age of anxiety. Even though we are among the freest people in
the world we remain anxious about many things: having enough money, having good health,
being secure and safe, even finding peace.”(Willimon) We look for peace all over the place. And
we try and secure peace for ourselves often at great cost. We seek peace in relationships, in work,
in entertainment, even in religion thinking that if we find just the right prayer method or the
perfect Bible or devotional we will capture the peace that eludes us. The horrible drug epidemic
is but one example of our vain attempt to find peace, to quiet our restless hearts, to satisfy the
longing of our souls. But John is clear the only way for our restless hearts to know peace is by
giving ourselves fully to the one who is our peace — Christ Jesus the Lord.

As long as we dabble in faith and use religion or God as a means to an end, as a kind of cosmic
vending machine to get what we want, whether that’s peace, or love, or joy, or assurance or
whatever else it is we are searching for, then peace will elude us.

Because the truth is, our deepest longing is not really for peace, or love, or joy, or assurance. Our
search for those things is merely symptomatic of our deepest longing which is for God. And
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Jesus was clear; our hearts will be restless until they rest there. “’If anyone loves me,’ Jesus said,



‘they will keep my word. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our
home with them.... And Tm leaving you my peace.” It’s not that our faithfulness to Christ earns
us peace. Rather, it’s that in being faithful to Christ we experience the life we were meant to live
- alife in relationship with God. And only there will we know peace.

Finally, if the fruit of the Spirit of the peace of Christ is within us, because we are unwaveringly
obedient to Christ and the way of his cross, then we will be people of peace in ‘the world’. We
will be a people who draw others into the peace they themselves are longing for. As a people who
know the peace of Christ we are called to be people of peace wherever we go. If you know the
peace of Christ because you abide, heart and mind and life in Christ, then Christ’s peace will
radiate from you as naturally as the beating of your heart. Which means, if we live our lives in a
way that sows division and discord, that seeks to divide people from their neighbor by
demonizing other people or viewing the world from the perspective of us and them. If freedom
means looking out for me and mine and if we neglect the greater freedom of taking up the cross,
of loving neighbor and our enemyj, if we fail to seek justice and the welfare of the least among us,
then we do not yet know the peace of Christ. If we live our life together as Church in a way that
condemns the world, that divides people from God by putting up ungodly standards which
people must meet before they are “worthy” of God’s love, and forgiveness, and acceptance then
we do not yet know the peace that Christ longs to give. People who know the peace of Christ
embody, proclaim and offer the peace of Christ wherever they go. They offer peace to friend and
enemy alike recalling that Jesus said, God “...is kind even to the ungrateful and the wicked.”
(Luke 6:35) And this peace that we offer in the name of Jesus means the fullness of life for
everyone, everywhere because God so loved ‘the world’ and God’s desire is for none to perish and
for all to be set free.

Friends, in Christ, we have been set free. And that freedom means peace. If you want to know
the peace of Christ in the midst of ‘the world’, in the midst of ‘the world’ that is hard, and
difficult, and frightening, and uncertain, if you want to know the peace ‘the world’ cannot give,
then give your heart and life to Jesus. He is our one true peace. Abide in him, make your home
in him, keep his word, you have a friend, a Helper, the Holy Spirit. “Don’t let your hearts be
troubled. Don’t be fearful.” Christ is with us. Be at peace. Amen.



