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“You may recall that I've shared before that on the coasts of Scotland and Ireland there are
certain sites that the locals call ‘thin places.” Thin places are not so named because the altitude is
any higher or the air any thinner there. Rather, they are called "thin" because it is believed that in
these places the distance between heaven and earth shrinks, and the veil between the two worlds
is so ‘thin’ you can actually perceive something of heaven on earth.

Sensing the deep spirituality of these sites, the ancient Celts built many of their worship places on
them, some still marked today by circles of stone like at Stonehenge. Later Christians also built
churches and monasteries and cemeteries in many of the same places. And people who visit
these sites today sometimes say they lose all track of time and space while there, and they know--
deep down inside--they are on holy ground. On a weekend like this one--a weekend when many
Christian churches around the world are celebrating All Saints Day--it is good to visit the thin
places, as we think about our loved ones who now dwell in the Kingdom that is just beyond the
veil.” (Tisdale)

You know, Boone UMC is one of those ‘thin places’. The fellowship of the people known as
Boone UMC, for more than a century and a half, has been a place where heaven and earth have
come close to one another. Through prayer, and song, weddings, baptisms, confirmations, and
funerals, the saints before us have gathered in the name of Jesus Christ, to worship God trusting
that Christ would indeed be among them and heaven might draw near.

Now of course, we know that God is not confined to certain spaces or that God is somehow
present here and not there. God is always present wherever we are and in Jesus Christ, God the
eternal Word became flesh and dwelled among us so that Jesus is himself the ultimate “thin
place”. In Jesus heaven and earth are united. In Jesus Christ, the veil is removed - completely -
and we human beings are allowed to look upon the face of God. In Jesus God pulls the veil away
once and for all and draws near to us in order that we might draw near to God. This means that
the holy places, the thin places in our lives, like the fellowship we share in this place, are so
because Jesus sanctifies these places with his presence, he makes them and us holy because in him
the Kingdom of heaven is very near.

In this morning’s reading from the prophet Jeremiah we visit one of the “thin places™

¢ Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me: ’ Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle
is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative it
is your right and duty to buy it.’



® “Then, just as the LORD had said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the

guard and said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right
to redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself.’

“I knew that this was the word of the LORD; ’ so I bought the field at Anathoth from my
cousin Hanamel and weighed out for him seventeen shekels'” of silver. '’ I signed and sealed
the deed, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. "' I took the deed of
purchase—the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions, as well as the unsealed
copy— " and I gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in the presence
of my cousin Hanamel and of the witnesses who had signed the deed and of all the Jews
sitting in the courtyard of the guard.

Y “In their presence I gave Baruch these instructions: "* “This is what the LORD Almighty, the
God of Israel, says: Take these documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of
purchase, and put them in a clay jar so they will last a long time. © For this is what the

LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in
this land.”

We are nearing the year 587 and the Babylonian captivity and exile of the Kingdom of Judah.
The northern Kingdom of Israel had fallen centuries earlier to the Assyrians. Jerusalem is under
siege and Jeremiah has been placed under a form of house arrest. Nebuchadnezzar’s army is at
the door. And the future of God’s people looks bleak. So to speak of hope and a new day seems
utterly foolish. Soon Jeremiah’s people will say,

“By the rivers of Babylon—
there we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion.
On the willows there
we hung up our harps.
For there our captors
asked us for songs,
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How could we sing the LORD’s song
in a foreign land? — Psalm 137:1-4

And yet, in the midst of what seems like utter hopelessness, Jeremiah is presented with an
opportunity to be faithful. As the next of kin, he is entitled to the right of purchase of a field in
Anathoth, a small village about 3 miles north of Jerusalem. Now get this, in the midst of a siege,
and on the doorstep of the hostile takeover and occupation of his homeland, Jeremiah is invited


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jeremiah+32%3A6-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19741a

to invest in real estate. It’s utterly foolish and yet that is precisely what he does. Jeremiah buys
the field and in so doing embodies the fruit of faithfulness.

Faithfulness, trusting in God, loving God no matter the cost. Jeremiah trusts in God’s promise
and future and God’s vision for God’s people and God’s hope for the world even when it seems
there is no possible way to get there. Jeremiah is willing to risk his life and his future with God.
Jeremiah was free to be all in, not hedging his bets for a comfortable future under the new
regime, but engaging in an act of holy defiance that boldly claimed that despite present
circumstances God’s Kingdom will come and God’s Will will be done. So, “Faithfulness isn’t
belief without proof, it is trust without reservations.”(Elton Trueblood) Faithfulness is placing
our unwavering trust in God when all the evidence says something to the contrary. Faithfulness
is living in a way that our lives become signposts pointing to a Kingdom that is greater than and
beyond the kingdoms of this world even when those kingdoms are threatening. Faithfulness is
denying self, taking up the cross, and following the Way of Jesus even when Easter seems an
impossibility.

And so, with Jeremiah’s act of faithfulness, a field in Anathoth becomes one of the thin places. It
becomes a sign, or a sacrament if you will, of God’s presence, of just how close the Kingdom is,
even when it was nearly impossible to see it. In his faithfulness Jeremiah, sees and acts on what
others miss’ because he trusts in God Jeremiah can see the day, when houses, and vineyards, and
fields will again be bought in Jerusalem (Jeremiah 32:15). God will restore the people of Israel
and economic, and social, and cultural, and religious life will return in abundance. And Jeremiah
risks investing in God’s promise and future by being faithful.

They thought Jeremiah was crazy, buy a piece of dirt in the midst of an invasion? And yet
because of Jeremiah’s faithfulness that plot of ground becomes a thin place where God and God’s
Kingdom drew near, a physical reminder that God is always with us. We can all probably think
of thin places where we feel especially near the presence of God, like we are standing on the edge
of heaven, places that point us to a Kingdom and a hope that we long for. But we also know and
have known people, like Jeremiah, who are boldly faithful and in whom we sense that the
presence of God is very near. Parents, grandparents, Sunday School teachers, a pastor, a friend,
the person that sits beside us in the pew, maybe someone we’ve read about but never met,
perhaps some of the individuals we are remembering today have been like thin places for you,
like Jeremiah and his field. These beautiful people who embody the fruit of faithfulness we
sometimes refer to as saints because in them we sense that heaven and earth have drawn near to
one another. Being in their presence is something like being in the presence of Christ. Being
near to them we are somehow closer to God because they are close to God.

What sets them apart, what sets them free and makes them fruitful is that daily that walk closely
with Christ. What makes us think of them and admire them as saints or holy ones, thin places



where heaven and earth are united, is that they have given themselves wholeheartedly to being
transformed into someone who resembles Christ. Their hearts, and minds, and lives have been
reshaped over time so that they have come to have the heart, and mind, and life of Christ. Their
faithfulness is not a matter of convenience. Through lives of constant prayer, and worship, by
being immersed in God’s word and through giving their lives away and serving humbly they have
come to be like their Lord.

“That is, after all, what it means to be a saint; one through whom the light of Christ brilliantly
shines. One whose life is so thoroughly filled with the presence of Christ that Paul’s words are an
apt description of their life. “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”(Howell) In
their faithfulness, in placing their unwavering trust in God and seeking to love and live like Jesus
no matter the cost, they became like a field purchased when life said hold on to your money, and
in so doing they are themselves thin places where Jesus’ prayer is answered and the Kingdom of
heaven draws near to this earth.

Today we ask God to make us faithful and we give thanks for the saints who have touched our
lives. We are more than we would be otherwise; we are better, kinder, more generous and
faithful and closer to God for having known them. So, we come to worship this day, to this thin
place to glorify God and to give thanks for the lives of the saints. And the way in which we can
best honor their witness is by becoming ourselves thin places, by living lives in which the
Kingdom of heaven draws near to earth in and through us. And this happens in as much as we
open our hearts and our minds and our lives to the work of the Holy Spirit by devoting ourselves
each day to the means of grace, being people of prayer, and study, and worship, and humble,
costly service. All of which we do not earn God’s favor or to draw attention to ourselves, but
trusting that God wants to make us like Jesus because nothing pleases God more than his
children are faithful. So, what crazy, foolish, faithful thing is God calling you to? What’s your
field in Anathoth? Amen.



